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30 years prior Chernobyl:
Mayak, Production Unit
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The consequences for the people
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‘My father was 17 years old and
studied at a technical school in
Sverdlovsk (now Ekaterinburg). On
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the 30th of September 1957 along
with fellow students he was put on a
truck and brought to Mayak to
liquidate the consequences of the
crash. They weren’t told anything
about the gravity of the danger of
radioactivity. They worked for days.
They were given individual
dosimeters, but over-dosage was
punished, so many left their
dosimeters in their clothes boxes, to
not ‘have a too high a dosage’. In
1983 he was diagnosed with cancer
and referred to Moscow for surgery,
but died three years later as
metastases started to appear all over
his body. We were told then that it
wasn’t because of the crash, and only
later the disease was officially
recognized to have been a
consequence of the Mayak accident.
My grandmother also participated in
the liquidation works and received a
dose of 770 rem (Roentgen
Equivalent Man). I never saw her
because she died of lymphatic cancer
long before I was born (eight years
after the crash).’
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‘I was nine years old and was
studying at school. They gathered us
and said that we will be harvesting. It
appeared strange to us that, instead
of harvesting, we were told to dig the
crops into the ground. Meanwhile
police had surrounded us so that we
couldn’t run away. In my class the
majority of the students later died of
cancer, and the ones that were left
were very ill, the women suffering
from infertility’
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‘I remember that in the city there was
a horrible panic at the time. On all
streets cars were driving around and
washing them. We were told on the
radio to throw away everything that
we had in the house and to wash the
floors constantly. Many people,
workers at Mayak, fell ill with the
acute radiation sickness, everyone
was afraid to say or ask anything out
of fear to get fired or even arrested’.
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‘I served as a soldier in the closed "

zone of Chelyabinsk-40. On his third ! ! . "
shift, a fellow countryman from Yeysk 4 # "/ 0 # .

fell ill; when we came back from work , 0! 1

he died. At the transportation of $ 0/ I 6 *$ "
cargoes in train carriages we stood "1 "
on posts an hour each until our noses ? . # N

bled (a sign of acute irradiation -
author’s note) and our heads hurt.
On the sites we stood behind a two
meter high led wall, but even that
didn’t help. During the
demobilization we had to sign a non-
disclosure form. Out of the conscripts
there are just three of us now — all
handicapped.’
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! " I * salvation,
Strontium, Cesium, Plutonium are its
;! /#" executioners.
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